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Follow Your Heart — Beautiful Life, Beautiful Taiwan
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hat is special about handicraft is that it demonstrates the beautiful mind and

sophisticated skills of craftspeople, as well as the Zeitgeist, taste, and aesthetics
of the era. Craft competition is aimed to promote innovation and preserve fradition
at the same time. Joining the competition not only shows the world what you can
do, but actually conftributes to creating a better future and a more beautiful life
in a bigger sense. This issue walks the readers through the 40 years of the craft
competition held by the National Taiwan Craft Research and Development Institute,
focusing on what it means for the craftspeople and the public, its influences and
how it shapes our life and our future: glory, reflection, and prospects.

The cover story is about Sun Cho, recipient of 2018 National Crafts Achievement
Award. His poetic crystalline glazed works still have no compare until now, while
“Crafts and Life” features Xiaman's life of tea and how the artist “Crop” makes of
craft aesthetics, as well as a journey on paper that walks through the history of paper
making from the ancient time of Tsai Lun, inventor of paper to Taiwan's handmade
paper industry. For “Native and Creative”, we see how Lin Shu-li of Raisinay Dyeing
and Weaving Workshop and Indigenous Pinuyumayan Tribe fraditional costume maker
Chen Cho-fang pass down the beauty of tradition and create innovative pieces,
whereas the new generation designer Sabra Andre is going his own unique way in
fashion. “New Face in Craft” goes deep intfo new possibilities of the fraditional industry,
crafts or patterns, while “International Vision” takes us to see the files in Portugal,
ceramics market in Germany and lacquer exhibitions in Russia.

Approaching the end of the year, the craft competition that goes for supreme
quality and incomparable talent keeps moving forward, and continues to be a
platform to fulfill one’s dream. Not only does it discover local talent, it also opens a
window to the intfernational community, contributing to a rich culture and colorful life in
Taiwan. W
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