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Reach out to the World and Dig Deep to the Core of Local Culture
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good craft work can fouch people's heart. There is purity in its fexture (with regard to materials,

functionality and cultural meaning), as well as passion about life (in ferms of how a craftsperson
dedicates him/herself info art creatfion and life). That explains why this kind of work becomes a
favorite of many in recent years and has made headway to a broader market. The National Taiwan
Craft Research and Development Institute (NTCRI) that plays a vital role in Taiwan's craft world is
working hard to bring the great works from Taiwanese craftspeople to different corners of the world
in the hope that the craft industry and craftspeople can work together in a more sustainable way. At
the same time, one can see that Taiwan's traditional craft has stepped into the daily life. Inspired by
local culture, a new and creative work is starting a revolution that goes big and deep into the local
life. We are witnessing new local aesthetics and ready o usher in the new life of Taiwan'’s sustainable
craft industry. This issue lets the readers see how Chen Liang-tsen from the Chonglan Tea Studio and
RUskasa Furniture are taking life to the new level with the most simple and basic ideas, while walking
through the talent and romance behind the penchant for flowers of the literati of Ming and Ching
Dynasties in the Life and Crafts corner. Indigenous Life and Crafts features Etan Pavavalung's world
of markings and patterns, the Tawan Indigenous Ceramic Exhibition and the exchanges between
Taiwan and Guam on body adornments. As for the updates of international art world, the author
takes us fo explore how a small city in Germany : Seiffen comes from a mining town to be the center
of creative toys and cultural products today. There is also a special report on the professional frade
fair for lifestyle, decoration and design: 2017 Maison & Obijet in Paris
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