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Sparks of Design: Fire Up the Entire Industry
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n the craft industry, be it a big company or an artist studio, the design ability is the key fo sustainable

development. Without a design concept that relates to the human life foday, it is almost impossible
to create a piece of craft that comes close to how we live, not to mention something that fits into
our life and able to grows on its own. The design is the ability to perceive and adjust the function,
style and value of a product accordingly, as well as the insights on industry transformation, including
production procedures and marketing/promotion strategies. This issue takes readers for a deep dive
into this topic from the perspective of craft design and features in-depth interviews and case studies.
One of them is how the National Taiwan Craft Research and Development Institute has been helping
designers from home and abroad engage in the innovative craft making process, demonstrating
the new momentum and creafive dynamics for Taiwan's craft industry o keep on changing for the
better.

With the 8t Creative Expo Taiwan just coming to an end, this issue walks the readers through some
important events and what's new with the artists. The cover story is about how Kedrekedr Maljaljaves,
CEO of Ata Beads of Taitung embarks on a journey from developing cultural/creative products,
organizing workshops to preserving cultural heritage. She tries to reconnect with the minds and
souls of some art masters way before her time. For the corner of “Crafts and Life”, we sit down with
the ceramic artist Li Huai-chin who spends much time on community regeneration and the craft
designer and founder of Between Tea House - Weng Chun-chieh to talk about what it is like fo use
craft works as influencers in our lives. For “Native and Creative”, the focus is on the school-industry
collaboration model developed by the Arts and Creative Industries Incubation Center, National
Dong Hwa University and how the local Chin-ai String Orchestra of Chin-ai Village brings in their music
in children’s education. “International Vision” takes the readers to have a look at the International
Furniture Fair Singapore and the beauty and splendor of modern accessories showcased in Japan .y
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