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The Taste of Tea this Spring to Go Deep in Memory
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n addition to a very cold winter we haven’'t had in years, what really go down our
spine is the raging COVID-19 pandemic. The weather and what has happened of
this spring really make our lives on this island of Taiwan totally different.

Life goes on anyway, and so does our work here. For this issue, we have visited a number
of tea utensil makers. Pots of tea on the stove not only warm the hands, but also warm
the heart, taking our minds off the body chills and anxiety temporarily. That is the daily
life with tea that we are familiar with. The thought of making a pot of tea to begin a day
alone calms our minds the whole day. With a stove and a pot nearby, it is enough to
sweep away the gloom and coldness.

It hasn't been a long fime since Taiwan first truly started to develop and explore its fea
culture and tea utensils and crafts, but the flexibility and diversity of an island country
makes ifs tea culture and crafts even richer and intriguing. Today's Teaware Craft not
only focus on the aesthetics of the utensils, but also take into account the touch, the
feeling of the body and the comfort of using them. That's also why we see more and
more tea-related creative and culfural products and stories that take the experience of
tea tasting to the new level.

Our special report shows the readers what's going on about tea culture and crafts in
Taiwan, how they complement each other and what to be done to promote tea culture
and education. This issue’s Feature, “Life and Crafts”, “Native and Creative” and many
other arficles are all about tea, exploring the depth of Taiwan's tea culture and various
possibilities we can see now through the lens of artists and designers in the tea circle.
Physical work, performances, or innovative exploratfion, these are the ways they live their
tea cultural lives that can be exquisite, classical, and chic.

Let's take the taste of Taiwan tea this spring deep into our hearts through all kinds of
hand-forming, polishing and fine-tuning (of tea utensils) .\
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