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Soetsu Yanagi & “Mingei” Movement—Soetsu Yanagi's Life and The
Development of His Philosophy

Professor Kiyoshi Miyazaki,

Dean of Faculty of Engineering, National University Corporation Chiba

University

Looking back on the 20th century, the guiding light of the Mingei Movement, Soetsu
Yanagi played an extremely important role in elevating the craft movement. He
advocated very unique concepts in arts, religions, and the society. He is considered one of
the most representative philosophers in Japan and is highly valued.

This study is divided into the following chapters to elaborate on Soetsu Yanagi 's life and
the development of his philosophy:

Chapter One: the influence of Shirakaba (a modern literary group, a.k.a. White Birch)—
Soetsu Yanagi was steeped in the teachings of the contemporary aesthetics, theology, and
philosophy of west.

Chapter Two: the influence of Korea—Soetsu Yanagi was steeped in the teachings of
design aesthetics of cast.

Chapter Three: the influence of Mokujiki Shonin—Yanagi Soetsu was interested in and
led to the handicraft industry.

Chapter Four: “Art of the common people” — “Mingei (folk art)” was coined.

Chapter Five: unshakable messages conveyed by Soetsu Yanagi.
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