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After Tomorrow: the Future of Crafts to Be Deeply Rooted to the Land
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In 2020, it feels like someone has pressed the pause or stop button to our daily lives in
the world due to the conoravirus (COVID-19) pandemic, causing a lot of uncertainty for
people. However, we should try to look ahead more than ever in such a difficult time,
depicting the future with our imagination, forging forward with our faith, and taking action
with our courage when it is fime.

The collaboration of crafts and design has been brewing for many years. This edition’s
special report — The Future of Crafts shows how design frends and value-added crafts
have been incorporated into community reconstruction, cultural revitalization, experience
economy and the process of infroduction of new technology that are happening in
Taiwan's society right now. It gives us a glimpse to the future-in-the-making for crafts.

The cover story is about Chen Chi-tsun who just received Chen Chi-tsun who was just
recognized as the “Preserver of Intangible Cultural Heritage (or Living National Treasure)”
by the government started his career with wood carving and has become a respected
master who never stops creating sophisticated art pieces. and how he started his career
with wood carving to becoming a respected master who creates sophisticated art pieces.
“Crafts and Life” brings the readers to Lugang Township and Dadaocheng old houses
to explore the lives of contemporary craft artists and revival of tea culture, while “Native
and Creative” features the legacy of rush grass weaving and its connection with people
in Taitung, as well as important fraditional ground weaving culture of indigenous Paiwan
fribe. Two new faces in the industry take this opportunity to navigate through reality and
imagination from a microscopic perspective with their realistic skills. In “International
Vision”, we take a walk in Kurashiki of Japan, Bath of the UK and Spain, appreciating the
beauty of crafts that franscends time and space.

What's gone is gone and we can never get it back. Future is coming and tomorrow is a
new day. The collaborative future of crafts and design will be much more closely bonded
to our land and its cultural value, and surely that will be opening up a secluded spiritual
land for a new life as well. W




