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Paralleling to the notion of craft as an art that prioritizes the participation of human hands

and function in everyday life, the emphasis of craft education is typically placed more on

technical instruction than on concept transference, more on the tracing of industrial and

technological development than on the deepening of cultural and aesthetic accounts.  How-

ever, as of the other types of art, the form and content of craft is a response to both the

material condition of production and the contemporary cultural context.  The three ar-

ticles brought together under the title Incubating the Soil for Craft Cultivation  of this

volume signal an intention to point the way for the educational plan of craft in Taiwan,

through examinations of government- and privately operated activities and cultural affilia-

tions between East and West.
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F e a t u r e

The position of the author in the public sector provides the article with a vantage point of

observation of the name and conceptual shifts, as well as the details of major activities in

each period, of the National Taiwan Craft Research Institute.  The role of the government

and its relationship with local practices in craft education, as presented in the article, may

serve as the base for future discussions in related fields.
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