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For Art and Aesthetics: Judging and Choosing with Confidence
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ducation comes before one’s taste is formed. Tracing back the history of Taiwan’s craft education,

there have been several different stages since the 1950’s in response to various needs of the
society. There is much expectation from the public and specific missions of each stage, such as to
encourage innovation or to promote craft and aesthetics in daily life. In recent years, self-directed
learning has become a frend in this digital era. Skill cultivation becomes more diverse and speeds
up the transformation and change of traditional craftf education system. Nevertheless, however the
world is changing, it will always go back to the very idea of “nurture creative minds and cultivate new
talent”. For both the public and private sectors, there is no dexterity in skills and aesthetic taste without
hard work and efforts in the earlier stages. With greater diversity, we are surely going to find more
confidence for ourselves and create more sophisticated cultural content.

This issue features Chang Hsien-ping, recipient of 2017 National Crafts Achievement Award and tells
his story about how he starts from nothing and ends up with breaking new grounds for bamboo art
with wisdom and perseverance. For the corner of “Crafts and Life”, we visit the Fu-Gui Sanyi Art &
Culture Gallery and the Sanshing Four Seasons Blue & White Pottery Studio to have a look at how craft
can be incorporated in living space, interactive experience in life and changing frends of traditional
lacquerware. As for “Native and Creative”, readers can see how the bamboo weaving industry
comes back to life again in Tienshe Township and the cross-border style of stone works in Hualien, as
well as take a listen fo the stories of rattan weaving industry and senior craftspersons in Taitung. Finally,
in “International Vision”, we get to travel with the award-winning works to Italy for something exotic
and fun. It takes time to have exquisite skills and sophisticated taste. It is hoped through continuous
learning from each other and self-challenging can we see more spectacular works from Taiwan's
craftspersons. \W
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