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Craft Historiography and Local Memories

he association with everyday life and the difference among craft media imbue craft, among other

arts, with an emphasis on the element of region: in no way can we bracket Nantou ceramics and
Peitou indigo dyeing in a historical account, and the reason for that is because, besides using different
media, the difference is closely related to the respective natural and industrial conditions. Accordingly, the
geographical variety of Taiwan immediately poses question when it comes to writing a monolithic craft
history, while suggesting a closer, plural view to the local life on which local craft histories bases themselves.
Taking the local development of crafts as its subject, this issue of Taiwan Crafts gathers together essays on
the achievement, research condition, and influences on community empowerment activities of local craft
historiography, in hope of offering a thorough observation of the current condition of craft historiography in

Taiwan. ‘
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On the Context and Significance of the Regional History of Taiwan Craft
X B/ B1E Cheng Chuko (SR AT £HRHIT)
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Lack of historical material, diversity of craft types, and slow development of academic discipline
and curricula, had led to a sparse performance of history-writing of Taiwan craft and research info its
context and method until recent years. In examining the quantity and attributes of today's researches
on Taiwan craft history, and offering a summary of his studies on the history of Taiwan craft industry,
the author of this essay voices his views in hope of inducing further analysis and dialogue among
researchers of craft history in Taiwan.
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