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Folk Customs of Shangyuan Festival in Taiwan
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B Abstract

Shangyuan Festival, also called Lantern Festival, is a crucial folk festival in Taiwan. Celebration
activities featuring lanterns, such as Lantern Festival events, lighting worship candles, and solving
lantern riddles, are held in many places across Taiwan. These folk festival activities in each county and
city are characterized in accordance with the local history and cultural customs.

This study conducted themed surveys in northern, central, southern, eastern, and offshore island
regions in Taiwan and explored 19 folk festival events with cultural heritage identity for Shangyuan
Festival such as the Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival, Shuilin Fanshuliao Mazu’s night parade on Lantern
Festival, Yanshui Beehive Fireworks Festival, Taitung’s Bombing Handan God Festival, and Matsu’s
Baiming Carnival with a Stroll around Beigan. The local customs specific to each county and city not
only reflect the local economics, industries, and cultural backgrounds, but also demonstrate how people
in traditional societies use various folk rituals to pray for protection and peace against natural disasters,
plagues, and other concerns that cause anxiety and uneasiness. After generations of inheritance, these
folk rituals become crucial folk cultural heritages.

Keywords: Shangyuan Festival, Lantern Festival Customs, Lantern Parade, Stealing Scallions (Wishing
to Find a Husband), Sindingban (Rice Cake For Newborns)
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Fig 1. Tudi Gong decorative lantern
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Fig 2. Huatan Baishakeng boat-shaped lantern pa-
rade
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Fig 3. Followers of Chongxian Temple toss a rice bas-
ket made of bamboo over the rooftop from the
back of the temple to predict the crop produc-
tion of the year.
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Fig 4. A rice basket made of bamboo with its opening
toward the sky represents a year of full harvest
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Fig 5. A rice basket made of bamboo with its opening

toward the side represents a year of moderate
harvest
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Fig 6. Fire horses — 1
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Fig 7. Fire horses — 2
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Fig 8. Turtle-shaped cake for praying for peace and
safety
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Fig 9. Throwing divination blocks to ask
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Fig 10. Yongkang custom of sharing shuibing in a
sense of sharing the happiness of the birth of
a baby
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Fig 11. Wind lantern
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Fig 12. A divine stroll
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Fig 13. Delivery of blessing ritual
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