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B Abstract

Underwater Cultural Heritage (UCH) means all traces of human existence which have been
partially or totally underwater. It encompasses ancient shipwrecks, sunken cities, flooded caves and
other underwater remains that carry cultural or historical significance for humanity. Underwater
cultural heritage’s essential nature differs from land-based cultural heritage, which makes it more
challenging for underwater archaeologists to raise public awareness of the importance of preserving
UCH. The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 2001
Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage and the 2015 Underwater Cultural
Heritage Preservation Act of the Republic of China both addressed the importance of public knowledge
dissemination and public access to underwater cultural heritage as one of the vital responsibilities of
underwater archaeologists and associated professionals.

Taiwan has been actively involved in academic research in the underwater archaeological field
for more than 10 years. To date, 20 underwater archaeological sites in Taiwan’s nearby waters have
been identified, of which 6 sites were listed, and approximately 1,600 objects were retrieved from
the above sites. At the same time, the Bureau of Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture initiated a
series of programs promoting underwater archaeological. This article reviews underwater cultural
heritage dissemination from the viewpoint of relevant legislation and previous working experience,
and suggests that the comprehensive underwater archacological activities: investigation, research,
documentation, preservation, and conservation, are the cornerstones of promoting underwater heritage
to the public. Suggestions on the key points of the advantages and disadvantages of underwater cultural
heritage exhibitions are used as reference points for future implementation of relevant educational and
promotional plans to strengthen the effectiveness of the preservation of underwater cultural.
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Underwater Archaeologists” activity
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