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Reflections on the Development of Classification System of Antiquities in Taiwan (Part 1)
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B Abstract

Concerning the classification of antiquities in terms of state-owned object, every museums faces
the challenges arising from a large quantity of artefacts to deal with, a variety of categories to clarify,
numerous difficulties in judging their value and in assigning original context to objects. In addition,
the museums lack clear ideas of how to refer their own collections classification systems to the criteria
of cultural heritage value standards. Moreover, according to The Regulations Governing the Review
of Classification, Designation and Revocation of Antiquities, objects preliminarily classified in the
category of “general state-owned antiquities” shall submit to local competent authorities for further
review. However, this process may cause a huge workload that the cities/counties responsible are not
likely to bear. Also, with regards to antiquities belonging to state-owned enterprises, if the first-level
administration did not propose a unified standard for preliminary classification, but rather left decision-
making to the individual judgment of lower level of authorities such as sections or bureaus, it may cause
problems with inconsistency such as different judgments on the same ancient object. Further, if these
second- or third levels of administration conduct the preliminary classification on their own and are
responsible for building up classification records for review by superiors, this certainly will bring an
additional burden on those who do not have staff specialized in the study of antiquities and consequently

they may feel discouraged and question how to implement the work.

Such difficult situations can only be resolved by, on the one hand, creating a counseling mechanism
established by the central competent authority to assist with the classification, and on the other hand, all
administration units shall evaluate the antiquities in their ownership that may have cultural value, instead
of regarding them from the perspective of property. Further, the central competent authority shall grant

a certain proportion of funding to help each administrative unit to carry out classification work.

Regarding the current antiquities classification system, this article cites the ambiguous classification
standards, the enthusiasm for the number of antiquities KPIs and the designation of antiquities which
shall include evaluating their “authenticity”, taking into account cultural citizenship and cultural assets
professionalism, ensuring professional members in the antiquities review committee and reconsidering
a discussion on denomination of general antiquities. The classification of antiquities is only an estimate
of their cultural reserves, and these reserves can only be seen through the flow of circulation. In other
words, the classification of antiquities is not the goal in itself, but rather it is to improve quality of life and

promote the spiritual life of the community via its cultural resources.
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Tab 1. The five stages of development of the temporary designation of Taiwanese nationally-owned antiquities

B FRRTE B

EEHE

RAR 1T RRE

HPEEE (REERBERAR 19221945 EEMER EHERRE
LRV RIFER) HiaRA
B (EPIfREFER)  1930-1982 £F HEW  EHESE
TEREBE  ABER
F=PER B CUEE 1982-2005 HEM B0 T EIREYRERE (G Rt
EREFE) g REBUR BUR) HRAEREZEY) - EEEEME R
HEFEE 5 Q0GR G FERE R B - AT
EYIEREEEE - FERIRT R - o
Bt—fk " HEHEAEYTHEREAE AR S
EEREELY)  TMERERLYTEESULEE
R B e E B H -
SBVUREE: AR (CL{EE  2005-2016.7 S ek TBITLEHYIRERR (M) ERLATR
EREFE) hEREBE  ULEE  FEHIEYETSH o M E AR  EE
WEHRE  HYEEESIM > WP REEHREEE -
Bk B=R CUEE  20167-32% SAEEE 5 66 Mo T SR BIURF R B R LI B AR (1)

ERIFE)

PERBBE EEER BILER - BIEEREBIIRERR (58)

FERLAR (R B B SV T 0 ik h o A BB
R - Wt H AR - EELYEEZSIM
HPREEMBAELR -




YALE E{R1FET] / 2021.03 / 25 55 HA

bR E B g L E ERE B R E i
& 1% BEHEBAGRAERE - THE
R N AILYIEE - St LRI
XY~ APIRTE  SkEE 108 AR (1)
LR o 2 HRE B AL R T SO B R

[ 35 et (1) 1eX VIR MeE (%
2) o HrpfggER " —E? DLEE
2%  EEERECASETE - (&
ARt sebe R S AR S TSR - BIZK EE
BE2 )R -

xR 2. VB EHENFRERLSYEELBEMN—BX (B XERLYBHEHER)
Tab 2. List of units of government that implemented antiquities designation in the period led by the Ministry of
Education (provided by the Antiquities Section of Bureau of Cultural Heritage)
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Tab 3. List of units of government that implemented the temporary designation of Taiwanese nationally-owned
antiquities after 2005 (provided by the Antiquities Section of Bureau of Cultural Heritage)
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Tab 4. List of Government units that implemented the temporary designation of Taiwanese nationally-owned
antiquities after 2016 (provided by the Antiquities Section of Bureau of Cultural Heritage, Statistics up to
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Fig.1. A diagram of the procedures for the temporary designation of Taiwanese nationally-owned

antiquities (Drawn by the author)
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