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The Change of Religion Management under Chinese Communists Rule —
Ex. Tibetan Buddhism
Prof. Yang, Kai-Huang

Abstract

When administering Tibet, the Chinese Communists are sure to be confronted
with two conflicts: ethnic conflict and religious conflict. When distinguishing these
two conflicts by nature, we found that ethnic conflict is political in nature, which is
moldable and divertible. Therefore, although ethnic conflict is basically serious and
difficult to deal with, the Chinese Communists can usual manage it and bring
reconciliation to it with such policies as political socialization, historical education,
economic development, and social welfare. As for religious conflict, Tibetan
Buddhism is in conflict with the very belief of the Chinese Communists —
communism. The conflict between Tibetan Buddhism and Communism is a conflict of
friend or foe, which is contradictive in nature and unharmonizable. However, in the
process of the governance of Tibet, the Chinese Communists chose to divert religious
conflict into ethnic conflict, effectively abating the nature of contradiction between
the two and allowing the Chinese Communists to achieve substantial progress in their
administration of Tibet.

This paper aims to explain how the Chinese Communists have successfully
diverted religious conflict to ethnic conflict through religion management and made
the Dalai Lama and other Tibetan organizations-in-exile unconsciously focus on
ethnic conflict, instead of religious conflict. However, to avoid the ethnic tragedy, the
Han-Tibet relation cannot be besieged with ethnic conflict. Therefore, other than
appealing to non-violence measures and pursuing a high degree of autonomy, the
Dalai Lama has to pay more attention to the need for belief by Tibetan people. I am
not encouraging confrontation or rise of conflict by making use of contradiction.
Instead, I believe that the Dalai Lama should initiate a dialogue between Tibetan
Buddhism and the theory of “mutual-adaptation between religion and socialism”
promoted by the Chinese Communists, in order to force the Chinese Communists to
raise its religion management policies to the level of constitution, which requests the
genuine practice of freedom of religion. This is the real meaning of pursuing a high
degree of autonomy in Tibetan region and the only way to distinguish the “One
Country, Two Systems” policy hoped by the Dalai Lama to be adopted in Tibetan
Autonomous Region from that currently in practice in Hong Kong and Macao.
Meanwhile, it will also bring about an in-depth discussion of “One Country, Two
Systems” policy among Chinese scholars and satisfy the need for belief by Tibetan
people.
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