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Special Exhibition of the Calligraphy
and Paintings of P’u Hsin-Yu
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Special Exhibition of the Calligraphy
and Paintings of P’u Hsin-Yu

P’u Hsin-yii, also known as P’u Ju was born in the Ching
dynasty in 1895, the grandchild of the Daoguang emperor-Yi
Hsin. He received a classical education and a traditional train-
ing in Chinese culture. He started learning calligraphy while
he was four years old and started to study Confusius and
Mencius when he was six years old. He wrote poems in an
ancient form when he was still only nine years old, and
ancient script in his twelve. He was, in short, an infant prod-
igy.

Hsin-yii was talented and had a diligent personality.
Furthermore, he studied hard evident by the high quality of
his writing and art. At the same time, he was also a great
scholar. His art was well-known, but he tended to concentrate
his efforts on scholarship. He not only became an expert in
the four books and five classics, but also poems and ancient
scripts, which enriched the elegance and scholarly quality of
his paintings.

Hsin-yi’s art is original and most initiated from the Ching
empire collection. Most descendants of the Ching dynasty
were interested in calligraphy, paintings and collecting. As a
descendant of the Ching dynasty, he had greater opportunity
for studying ancient paintings. His style was original and
learnt from the ancient masters’ calligraphy and paintings. He
collected one hand scroll, which was painted by an unknown
painter in the early Ming dynasty(now in the collection of the
Nelson-Atkins Museum, U.S.A.). The writing technique on this
hand scroll originated from the North style calligraphy(dt5=
% ¥%). Hsin-yi learnt the Song style by heart, and he was
praised for his elegant and unique vigorous brush-stroke, the
equal of any ancient master.

He specialized particularly in landscape paintings, but he
was also good at painting the grand subjects such as flowers
and plants, portraits, grass and insects, ladies, horses, animals,
religious images, Buddhist, and birds, for which he was
praised as a contemporary Chinese painting master. Nowadays,
people tend to look for the shock of the new in art, and view
traditional culture as conservative and old-fashioned. In fact,
culture is renewed and progresses only when it re-discovers
its origins. Hsin-yii’s paintings, while appearing to resemble
that of an ancient master are actually creative and unique.
The Museum has brought together more than 100 works for
this memorial exhibition.
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