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The Art of Chen Chin

Chen Chin was born in 1907 in Hsiang Shan Village,
Hsin Chu County, Taiwan. In 1922 she entered the Third
Girls High School in Taipei. Her gift as a painter was
discovered there by a Japanese instructor Gohara Kotoh
who later recommended her to attend Tokyo Girls Art School
for further studies, It became the starting point of Chen
Chin's art career.

Chen Chin grew up during Japanese occupation period,
a time when the whole society was under a conservative
atmosphere and man was the dominate role in society. It
was not usual that a woman can have chance to study, not
to mention to become an artist. Chen Chin was so
determined and devoted to have her life in art creating.

Although Chen Chin learned painting in Japan, the spirit
of her art was still very Chinese. She often depicted
Taiwanese gentry women sitting on a seashell inlaid lacquer
chair, a furniture often seen in a traditional Chinese family,
Her paintings revealed an elegant quality originating from
Chen Chin's well-educated family background.

When Chen Chin talked about her art, she said that her
art was not limited by the medium. She has however
constantly chosen glue painting as the way of expression.
As for the theme of her art, she depicted new things
appeared to this world which can either be new fashions of
ladies or new video games of her grandsons. Chen Chin
used her keen observation as well as her realistic
descriptions to record things and people around her. The
subject matter changed as she went through different stages
in her life.

Chen Chin is ninety years old this year and is recognized
as an important painter in Taiwan. Till this very days, her
enthusiasm for painting persists. In February, the National
Museum of History is holding an exhibition to honor her which
assembled over one hundred paintings including her earlier
works as well as more recent ones. This will be a wonderful
opportunity for us to appreciate the works of Chen Chin.
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