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A History and Current Status of Inner and
Outer Mongolian Language Research

Sechenchogt ’ Research Fellow, the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

This paper provides an objective, in-depth introduction and analysis of the history and
current status of research on the Inner and Outer Mongolian languages and the Mongolic
language group based on reliable resources and newly available statistical figures and
poses the questions and issues that should be studied going forward with respect to trends
relating to the research and development into the Mongolic language group. The paper has
four sections: (1) Mongolic languages and usage status, (2) history of research of Mongolic
languages, (3) current status of research of Mongolic languages and (4) development prospect
on Mongolian Language Research. The first section primarily discusses the usage rates of
the Mongolic languages in China. The second section discusses in detail a history of research
of Mongolic languages, including key grammar publications and figures and important
linguistic documents and literature. The third section discusses the status of research into
the Mongolic languages from the beginning of the 20th century to today. The fourth section
summarizes the findings of the previous three sections and poses the questions and issues
that should be studied going forward with respect to trends relating to the research and
development into the Mongolic language group.

Key Words: Mongolian language and characters, Mongolic language group, research
status
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