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A Brief Introduction to Mongolian Studies in
Mainland China

Nalin ’ Research Fellow, College of Mongolian Studies, Inner Mongolia University

Abstract

Mongolia is a landlocked country situated between China and Russia in Asia. The
country is also China’s next-door neighbor in the north. Unlike Soviet Union (and later
Russian Federation), China’s another next-door neighbor in the north, China is a late beginner
when it comes to promoting Mongolian studies. When China first established diplomatic ties
with Mongolia, the Chinese virtually hadn’t conducted any research on Mongolia, merely
translating the works of the Russians into Mandarin language. Then in the mid 1960s, China
created a group of research institutions to work on international issues including Mongolian
studies. It was the official beginning of Mongolian studies in China. However, within less
than two years, the Cultural Revolution was known to have caused a ten-year hiatus in the
development of Mongolian research in China. It was after China introduced and deepened the
reform and open-up policies that research work pertaining to Mongolia, along with research
work pertaining to other countries, was able to return to normalcy and produce substantive
results in China.
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