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Ouyang Wuwei’s Observations of Border Affairs in Tibet in
the Nationalist Government Era

Hsu, Kuei-hsiang | MTAC Counselor

Abstract
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Professor Ouyang Wuwei (1913-1991) was a legendary figure. He paid two visits to Tibet 5

during his lifetime, spending about nine years in total there. The first visit lasted from 1934 to
1940, and the second visit lasted from 1949-1951. He visited Tibet as a common scholar to pursue
Buddhist studies. Besides burying himself in Buddhist scriptures, he also functioned as an
intelligence worker during his stay in Tibet and made quite a number of profound and insightful
observations in his reports. Many people today are aware of his substantial contribution
to the development of Tibetology studies and Buddhist education in Taiwan, but very few
have explored his research and observations regarding border administration in Tibet in the
Nationalist government era. This paper explores his observations of border administration in
Tibet in the Nationalist government era, a period marked by frequent warfare, by looking at his

travelogues, poems, letters, and essays.
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